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Use of historical death certificates as a tool to study the changing dynamics of human populations

PRE-PROJECT LAB
EXPLORING A HISTORICAL DEATH CERTIFICATE DATABASE

OBJECTIVES
· To become familiarized with a historical online death certificate database of a diverse population.
· To recognize the evolution of state death records through time. 
· To learn how to collect and organize important identifying data found in death certificates. 

EXPLORE THE DEATH CERTIFICATE DATABASE

You will conduct a series of queries in the Arizona Genealogy Birth and Death Certificates database website http://genealogy.az.gov/index.htm.  Because this is a large database and it is not designed for specific searches, it is critical to become familiarized with it. In addition, you will notice that death certificates are available from 1870 to 1969. There are also birth records available on the website, but for this lab session we will be focusing on death certificates only.  You will be working in groups of two or three and will need to answer all the questions.

I. Death Records from 1900-1910 
a) In the archives website, place a query for: years “1900-1910” “Maricopa County” and “Death  
    Certificates”.  Make sure to search only for “Search Public Death Certificates” (do not include 
    Query for birth certificates). Click “Submit”.

b) In the results page, you should be able to figure out how many records are available based  
     on your query. How many records did you produce?  ______________ 

c) At the top of the results list there are several ways to organize your search results for death records. Name the type of search queries (buttons) that you observe in the page. What headings (buttons) do you see?

_________________________________________________________


d) Click on the “Born” button until the arrow points up   Born 

Died 

    Then, click on the “Died” button until the arrow points up 

Clicking in the “Born” and “Died” arranges documents in order of birth dates and death dates in the list of death certificates. You might need to click on these buttons more than once to arrange the documents into chronological order, starting with the youngest diseased individuals. For example, the first record should be a young individual with close dates of birth and death.

e) Go to the bottom of the screen and in the “Page” section, how many pages are available for this query?  _____________ 

f) Select “Page _____”, then open record #_______. What is the name of the individual in this record? 


g) How many identifiers are used in this death certificate? An identifier is a characteristic or feature of the individual in the record, such as name, age, sex, mother’s name and any other information that describes the circumstances of the death.  ______________________________ 

Then, name and describe 10 specific identifiers for the individual using the information in death certificate #_____.  




h) Using the identifiers in the record, describe in a short paragraph the profile of the deceased individual depicted in certificate #_____ and the circumstances behind his/her death. Use as many identifiers as possible. 




i) Then, return to the list of records from 1900-1910. Once you are in the list page, click on top of the page at “Query d1900-1910 (MARICOPA)”, it will take you directly to the query page.


II. Death Records from 1930-1940 
a) Back in the archives website, click on the                     button and then place a query for: years “1930-1940”, “Maricopa County” and “Death Certificates”.  Make sure to search only for “Search Public Death Certificates”. Click “Submit”.Clear form

Born 

b) Click on the “Born” button until the arrow points up   
Died 

Then, click on the “Died” button until the arrow points up.                 .   Clicking on the “Born” and “Died” buttons will help you organize all the documents listed into chronological order, starting with the youngest diseased individuals. For example, the first record should be a young individual with close dates of birth and death.

c) How many records did your search produce? ___________________ 

d) Go to the bottom of the screen and in the “Page” section, how many pages are available for this query? ______________ 

e) Go to the bottom of the page and in the “Page” section.  Select “Page _____”, then open record #. What is the name of the individual in this record? 


f) How many identifiers are used in this death certificate? An identifier is a characteristic or feature of the individual in the record, such as name, age, sex, mother’s name and any other information that describes the circumstances of the death. 


______________________________ 

Then, name and describe 10 specific identifiers for the individual using the information in death certificate #_____.  





g) Using the identifiers in the record, describe in a short paragraph the profile of the deceased individual depicted in certificate #_____ and the circumstances behind his/her death. Use as many identifiers as possible. 




h) Then, return to the list of records from 1930-1940. Once you are in the list page, click on top of the page at “Query d1930-1940 (MARICOPA)”, it will take you directly to the query page.


III. Death Records from 1955-1965 
Clear form

a) Back in the archives website, click on the                     button place a query for: years “1955-1965”, “Maricopa County” and “Death Certificates”.  Make sure to search only for “Search Public Death Certificates”. Click “Submit”.
Born 

b) Click the “Born” button until the arrow points up   
Died 

Then, click on the “Died” button until the arrow points up.                   Clicking on the “Born” and “Died” buttons will help you organize all the documents listed into chronological order, starting with the youngest diseased individuals. For example, the first record should be a young individual with close dates of birth and death.

c) How many records did your search produce? ______________ 

d) Go to the bottom of the screen and in the “Page” section, how many pages are available for this query? ___________   

e) Go to the bottom of the page and in the “Page” section, select “Page _____”, then open record #________.


f) How many identifiers are used in this death certificate? An identifier is a characteristic or feature of the individual in the record, such as name, age, sex, mother’s name and any other information that describes the circumstances of the death.  

______________________________ 

Then, name and describe 10 specific identifiers for the individual using the information in death certificate #_____.  




g) Using the identifiers in the record, describe in a short paragraph the profile of the deceased individual depicted in certificate #_____ and the circumstances behind his/her death. Use as many identifiers as possible. 




IV. Comparing data from death records
Now that you have seen records from three different time periods (1900-1910, 1930-1940, and 1955-1965), compare the data from these three time periods death records.

a) What are general differences between the death records from the three time periods? 


b) Which certificate time period offer more information? 

c) What do you think are the advantages of using death records to study demography, ecology, and epidemiology? What are the drawbacks (disadvantages) of using death records, based on your observations? 
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